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Annotation

The English and French languages share a rich linguistic heritage, with many words having common
roots due to their shared ancestry in Latin and other Indo-European languages. These cognates, as they are
called, make learning either language much easier for speakers of the other.

Cognates

Cognates are words that share a common etymological origin, meaning they descended from the same
word in an ancestor language. For instance, the English word "father" and the French word "pére" are both
derived from the Latin word "pater." Similarly, the English word "mother" and the French word "meére" both
stem from the Latin word "mater."”

False Cognates

It's important to note that not all words that sound similar between English and French are cognates.
False cognates, also known as faux amis (false friends in French), are words that have similar spellings or
pronunciations but different meanings. For example, the English word "principal” means "main™ or "primary,”
while the French word "principal™ means "headmaster" or "principal."

Examples of Similar Words

Here are some examples of similar words between English and French:
| English | French | Meaning |

| addition| addition| addition |

| animal |animal |animal |

| beautiful| beau/belle | beautiful |

| book | livre | book |

| cat | chat | cat |

| day | jour | day |

| eat | manger | eat |

| friend | ami/amie | friend |
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| good | bon/bonne | good |

| house | maison | house |

| love | amour | love |

| mother | mére | mother |

| new | nouveau/nouvelle | new |
| one | un/une | one |

| person | personne | person |

| question | question | question |

| school

¢école | school |

| student | étudiant/étudiante | student |

| table | table | table |

| two | deux | two |

| water | eau | water |

| work | travail | work |

Learning Tips

Here are some tips for learning similar words between English and French:

Pay attention to cognates. When you come across a word that sounds similar in both English and French,
take a moment to check if it's a cognate. If it is, you've just learned a new word in both languages!

Use flashcards.Create flashcards with the English word on one side and the French word on the other.
This can help you memorize the words and their meanings.

Practice using the words in context.Try to use the words you're learning in sentences. This will help
you solidify your understanding of their meanings and usages.

Immerse yourself in the language. The more you expose yourself to the language, the more you'll learn.
Read books, watch movies, and listen to music in French.

Conclusion

Learning similar words between English and French can be a great way to improve your vocabulary and
fluency in both languages. With a little effort, you can expand your linguistic horizons and enjoy the rich
cultural heritage of both French and English.
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