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Annotation: This article explores the nuanced disparities between English and French infinitives,
emphasizing key distinctions in structure, subject pronoun usage, negative constructions, and the incorporation
of infinitive clauses. By dissecting these differences, the reader gains a comprehensive understanding of how
infinitives function in each language, facilitating a more informed approach to language learning and usage.
The annotations highlight crucial points such as the flexibility of English infinitives with the use of "to," the
one-word structure of French infinitives with -er, -ir, -re endings, and the distinct approaches to subject
pronouns, negative constructions, and infinitive clauses in both languages.
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1. Formation:
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- English: Infinitives in English are formed using the base form of the verb preceded by the particle "to." For
example: "to run," "to sing," "to study."

- French: In French, infinitives typically end in -er, -ir, or -re. For instance, "manger" (to eat), "dormir" (to
sleep), "vendre" (to sell).

2. Use Without Preposition:
- English: The preposition "to" is required before the infinitive in English. For example: "I want to learn."

- French: French often omits the preposition "a" (to) before the infinitive. For instance: "Je veux apprendre"
(I want to learn).

3. Split Infinitives:

- English: English allows for split infinitives, where adverbs can be placed between "to" and the verb (e.g.,
"to boldly go™).

- French: In French, splitting infinitives is generally avoided, and adverbs usually come after the infinitive
(e.g., "chanter fort" - to sing loudly).

4. Conjugation:

- English: English infinitives do not change based on the subject. Whether it's "I want to run" or "they want to
run," the infinitive "to run" remains the same.

- French: French infinitives, on the other hand, can be subject to conjugation. For example, "aimer" (to love)
becomes "j'aime" (I love) or "nous aimons" (we love).

5. Infinitive Clauses:
- English: English uses the base form of the verb in infinitive clauses (e.g., "l asked him to leave™).

- French: French employs the full infinitive form in such clauses, often introduced by words like "pour” (for)
or "afin de" (in order to), as in "Je lui ai demand¢ de partir" (I asked him to leave).

Conclusion:

In summary, while both English and French utilize infinitives to express the base form of verbs, the
differences in formation, use of prepositions, and conjugation contribute to distinct characteristics in each
language. Understanding these disparities enhances language learners' proficiency and appreciation for the
nuanced beauty of both English and French.
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